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the charm of the sweet chant of the women singing in concert in
the lofty white palaces, and Ms pennon droops before him",1

Measures to appease this fiery deity appear to have been under-
taken only in times of a national crisis. One of such moments was
the severe illness of Prabhakaravardhana or his great desire for an.
heir to succeed him. On the former occasion, says Bana: "Elsewhere
distressed young servants were pacifying Mahakala by holding
melting gum on their heads. In another place a group of relatives
was intent on an oblation of their own flesh, which they severed
With keen knives. Elsewhere again young courtiers were openly
resorting to the sale of human flesh-" 3 Such a procedure suggests
that human sacrifices must have been performed to satiate
Mahakala

4.   The Hahakalahrdaya Ritual

But what  were   the  rites  which  gave   Mahakala   the   greatest

satisfaction have not been recorded by   Kalidasa.    It   is   only  Bana

who gives us an extraordinarily vivid and realistic picture of the rite

styled Mahakalahrdaya, which satiated this fiery form of $iva, in the

biographical account of his   patron   Haraa.    The   potent   rite   called

JfdhGk&ldhrdtiya wag performed in a cemetery at night, Bhairavacarya,

an ascetic, told Prabhakaravardhana that he   had performed in the

cemetery   the   exordium  of   this   rite   *'by   a  crore   of   muttered

prayers ...  in  garlands,  clothes,   and   unguents,   all  of  black  as

Enjoined in the Kalpa. . . "   Its completion ended with the slaughter

of  a goblin and without companions this   object was  unattainable,

He told the king that he was capable of performing this rite, and if

he  desired   to  undertake  it, he had  to  be given  three  assistants,

titibha the  mendicant, (Maskari)  Patalasvamin/ a Brahmaiia,  and

Karnatala, a Dravidian.   On the king agreeing to such a suggestion;

Bhairavacarya  offered Prabhakaravardhana the great  sword  called

Attahasa,   which  Patalasvamin  had received from the  hand of  a

Brahniaraksasa,3  so that for one   day he  might become  'the bolt

of one quarter of the  heavens '.   When the king  had   accepted it,

Bhairavacarya   made  the   following  appointment:    "Tour  honour,

armed with your sword, will fitid us in the empty house near the

great  cemetery here  at this  hour on  the  approaching fourteenth

night of the dark fortnight ".

;     * Bana KadMari,.. p. 213.   For a description of Mahakala's temple, see- JfaU, PP*
213-214.
3 Bana, op. cit.t pp. 135-136*
8 C1/. Mann, XII, 60, p; 497.